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Grade 7 Writing
Expository Prompt

READ the following quotation.

THINK carefully about the following question.

Does humor make life better?

WRITE an essay explaining whether it is important to laugh.

Be sure to —

•  clearly state your controlling idea
•  organize and develop your explanation effectively
•  choose your words carefully
•  use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences

True humor is fun—it does not put down, kid, or
mock. It makes people feel wonderful, not separate,
different, and cut off.

—Hugh Prather



STAAR Grade 7 Expository

Score Point 1 

The essay represents a very limited writing performance. 

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the 
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies 
that are only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are 
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational 
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction. 

 Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
controlling idea is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to 
maintain focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may 
shift abruptly from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes 
causes serious disruptions in the essay. At other times the lack of transitions 
and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to present ideas in a 
random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the essay unclear or 
difficult to follow. 

Development of Ideas 

 The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer 
uses details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient. 

 The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is 
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to 
the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no 
awareness of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone 
appropriate to the task. The word choice may impede the quality and clarity 
of the essay. 

 Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of 
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning. 
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April 2014 Expository — 1

Score Point 1
The controlling idea of this expository essay is that it is important to laugh because 
life would be boring without it. The writer attempts to develop this controlling idea by 
focusing on what life would be like with humor (paragraph two) as opposed to without 
it (paragraph three). However, the writer does little more than offer a series of general 
statements that are, for the most part, unsupported by specific details and examples. 
The “flip side” organizational structure the writer employs is repetitious and causes the 
progression and development of ideas to be weak. Overall, the essay is insubstantial and 
represents a very limited writing performance.



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 2

Score Point 1
In this essay the writer attempts to explain why laughter is important, but the controlling 
idea is unclear. The writer shifts abruptly and randomly from idea to idea, causing the 
essay to lack direction and making it difficult to follow. In addition, the absence of end 
punctuation throughout the response is a serious problem, especially at the middle school 
level. The writer’s inability to construct basic sentences creates disruptions in the fluency 
of the writing and significantly weakens the essay.



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 3

Score Point 1
The writer’s controlling idea is that humor makes life better. However, the development 
is weak because he focuses on examples of acts that are not humorous (tackling someone 
or socking someone in the face for no reason). These examples are inappropriate because 
they do not support the controlling idea. Overall, the writer’s response to the prompt is 
confused and demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository task.



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 4

Score Point 1
In this ineffective formulaic response, the writer identifies three reasons why you should have humor in 
your life (you need it to get friends; life would be boring without humor; without humor you won’t get 
anywhere in life). Although these ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, the 
controlling idea is missing. The development of these ideas is ineffective because the writer includes 
vague, insufficient details. The perfunctory transitions do not provide any connections from paragraph 
to paragraph, so the writer is unable to build any meaning. Repetition is also a problem, not only 
weakening the development but also stalling the progression of ideas (you need humor to get friends; if  
you don’t have humor you won’t get friends; life would be boring without humor because you wouldn’t 
have any friends). 



STAAR Grade 7 Expository

Score Point 2 

The essay represents a basic writing performance. 

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be 
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay 
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are 
only somewhat suited to the expository task. 

 Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
writer’s controlling idea is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an 
effective controlling idea or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information 
interferes with the focus and coherence of the essay. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled. 
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of 
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections 
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the 
relationships among ideas. 

Development of Ideas 

 The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the 
writer uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too 
briefly or partially presented. 

 The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the 
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository writing 
task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic 
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone 
appropriate to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality 
and clarity of the essay. 

 Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the  
effectiveness of the essay.  

 The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor 
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing. 
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STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 5

Score Point 2
The writer begins the essay by repeating the quotation in the prompt, which is an unnecessary and 
ineffective way to introduce her ideas. The controlling idea is somewhat unclear since several sentences 
could work equally well. The writer includes a number of ideas to support her belief  that humor makes 
life better, but the progression from sentence to sentence and idea to idea is not always controlled due to 
the absence of transitions. For example, paragraph three lacks coherence because the writer moves from 
explaining how humor is an important part of all people to how humor helped her when her grandfather 
died to how humor makes comedies her favorite movie genre. The development is minimal because 
the details and examples the writer uses are too briefly presented. In addition, awkward and run-on 
sentences are evident. Overall, this essay represents a basic writing performance.



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 6

Score Point 2
The writer begins the essay with two rhetorical questions that are unconnected to the writer’s controlling idea. In 
fact, he does not state his controlling idea until the fourth paragraph (It is important to laugh because if  you don’t 
laugh you just go along you’re life feeling sad or mad, always depressed and never having any fun). The writer 
attempts to use a compare-and-contrast organizational strategy; however, because his controlling idea doesn’t 
umbrella the idea that laughter can be both helpful and harmful, only some of the details and examples he uses 
contribute to the development of the essay. For example, the writer states that it is good to laugh when someone 
tells a joke, which is clearly connected to the controlling idea and helps to develop it. In the next sentence, though, 
the writer lists the occasions where laughing is inappropriate, which is not connected to the controlling idea 
and cannot be considered as development. In addition, weak sentence-to-sentence connections and transitions 
cause minor disruptions in the flow of the essay. Overall, the writer demonstrates a limited understanding of the 
expository writing task.



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 7

Score Point 2
While it is clear that the writer believes that laughter is important, the essay lacks an 
effective controlling idea. The writer provides three reasons why laughter is important, 
each of which is briefly developed. The third reason is particularly weak because of its 
generality. Although the writer maintains an appropriate expository form, the minimal 
details and formulaic approach reflect little thoughtfulness. In addition, transitions (The 
first reason; The next reason; The last, but not least reason) are too perfunctory to support 
the flow of the essay. The writer demonstrates an adequate control of sentences and a 
command of conventions, but the overall effectiveness of this essay is limited and reflects 
a basic writing performance.



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 8

Score Point 2
The controlling idea of this basic writing performance is that people need humor in their 
lives. The writer provides two anecdotal examples of times when she and a friend made 
someone laugh, but each example is only briefly and generally presented. Furthermore, 
the admonition she attaches to the first anecdote in paragraph two does not support the 
controlling idea (Be careful not to joke around too much, because you could easily offend 
someone and lose them as a friend). Overall, the development lacks substance. In addition, 
the word choice is general and does not contribute to the quality and clarity of the essay. 



STAAR Grade 7 Expository

Score Point 3 

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance. 

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the 
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is 
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately 
suited to the expository task. 

 The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. Most ideas are related to the 
controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The 
essay is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in 
focus. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the 
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections 
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships 
among ideas. 

Development of Ideas 

 The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and 
examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the 
essay. 

 The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt 
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an 
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to 
the task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the 
essay. 

 Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part  
contributing to the effectiveness of the essay.  

 The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and 
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) 
disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of 
the essay. 
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STAAR Grade 7
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Score Point 3
The writer’s controlling idea is that humor plays a huge role in life. For the most part, 
transitions within paragraphs (When your sad…; One way…) and between paragraphs 
(So she says…) show the relationships between ideas and support the flow of the essay. 
In paragraphs three and four, the writer uses a personal anecdote that is centered on a 
conversation with her mom to show how laughter can alleviate boredom. The writer 
also provides a family saying that illustrates the importance of humor. These examples 
add some substance to the essay. In addition, the writer’s clear and specific word choice 
reflects an awareness of the expository purpose. Overall, the writer demonstrates a good 
understanding of the writing task. 



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 10

Score Point 3
In this concise expository essay, the writer asserts that laughter is one of the most important 
things the world can offer. The writer begins the first two paragraphs with rhetorical 
questions that invite the reader to think about the effect laughter has on life, both personally 
and globally. Paragraph two, in particular, represents a philosophical approach to the 
topic that adds some thoughtfulness to the essay. Both the introduction and conclusion 
help strengthen the writer’s explanation. The progression of ideas is generally logical and 
controlled, and the word choice is clear and specific, contributing to the quality and clarity 
of the essay. In addition, the writer demonstrates a good command of conventions, adding 
to the effectiveness of the piece.



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 11

Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer focuses on the idea that laughing is important to life, and 
without it, life would be a “terrible, lonely, dark, sad place.” The writer takes a personal approach to the topic, 
focusing on the positive effects of a life with laughter versus the negative effects of a life without laughter. 
For example, when he laughs he feels “full and worry-free,” but without laughter, he feels “a little empty 
and sad.” Although some ideas are more developed than others, the development overall is sufficient. Both 
the introduction and the conclusion are effective and add substance to the essay. The progression of ideas 
is generally logical and controlled, but there is some wordiness in paragraph two that slows the sentence-to-
sentence movement. In addition, the transition between paragraph two and three could be stronger. Overall, 
though, the writer demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task. 



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 12

Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer establishes a clear controlling idea (Laughing may not 
extend your life, but it sure does make it better). She creates an appropriate tone by directly addressing 
the reader throughout the essay (If  you see someone who is feeling down, cheer them up with a great joke; 
and believe me, they will feel ten times better than they were). She sustains focus on the different ways in 
which laughter has a positive effect on our feelings about ourselves and our relationships with others. The 
development of these ideas reflects some philosophical thoughtfulness. The sentence-to-sentence connections 
are sufficient to show the relationships among ideas. In addition, the writer’s word choice is clear and specific 
(heart stopping laughter; moments [that] have your name written all over them), and her control of sentences 
and conventions is good.



STAAR Grade 7 Expository

Score Point 4 

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance. 

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose 
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully 
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly 
well suited to the expository task. 

 The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. All ideas are strongly related 
to the controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. 
By sustaining this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified 
and coherent. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful 
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of 
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the 
writer’s train of thought easy to follow. 

Development of Ideas 

 The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and 
examples that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay. 

 The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her 
unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect 
ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen 
awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the 
task. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the 
essay. 

 Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the  
effectiveness of the essay.  

 The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and 
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from 
the fluency of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of 
the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay. 
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Score Point 4
In this skillfully crafted essay, the writer reflects on his own life experiences to explain how 
he became motivated to learn the value of humor. His personal anecdote is introspective, 
focusing on his realization that laughter helps people feel more connected to others and 
makes the world a more inviting and enjoyable place to live. The essay is unified and 
coherent. Strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of the essay, making 
the writer’s train of thought easy to follow. The essay is thoughtful and engaging because 
he uses his unique experiences as a basis for writing. Overall, this essay represents an 
accomplished writing performance. 



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 14

Score Point 4
In this accomplished writing performance, the writer focuses on the idea that laughter 
is important because “it lifts the spirit.” She effectively develops her controlling idea 
through two hypothetical examples that illustrate how humor can brighten a person’s 
mood and create joyous moments with others. Well-controlled sentences, precise word 
choice, and a consistent command of conventions strongly contribute to the quality and 
clarity of the essay. In addition, both the introduction and the conclusion add substance 
and thoughtfulness, demonstrating the writer’s thorough understanding of the expository 
writing task.  



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 15

Score Point 4
In this accomplished essay, the writer provides a philosophical explanation to support the 
controlling idea that laughter heals internal wounds, not external ones, and that humor can 
counteract the bad things that happen to people. Strong sentence-to-sentence connections 
clearly show the relationships among ideas and contribute to the unity and coherence 
of the essay. The writer uses her view of the world as the basis for writing, making the 
essay particularly thoughtful. The word choice is purposeful and precise, reflecting a keen 
awareness of the expository purpose. In addition, a strong command of conventions 
enhances the effectiveness of this accomplished writing performance.



STAAR Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 16

Score Point 4
The writer of this well-crafted essay explores the relationship between laughter and 
happiness. The controlling idea is most clearly stated in the conclusion: “Laughter is a 
unique noise. It both conveys and creates amusement and happiness.” The essay is thoughtful 
and engaging because the writer connects ideas in interesting ways. The strong sentence-
to-sentence connections and meaningful transitions make the progression of ideas well 
controlled. In addition, the purposeful word choice and well-controlled sentences enhance 
the quality and clarity of the essay. Overall, this essay represents an accomplished writing 
performance.
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